312 Wisconsin Historical Collections v

You have neither seen, nor made an effort to see, the Sacs and
Foxes. After coming 2 or 300 miles to revenge your murdered
friends and relations, and the murderers are before you, you
turn and come home without striking a blow. Why is this?
To me your conduct is strange. I cannot comprehend it, and
want you to explain the reasons that have influenced you to
so disgraceful a course. Your own, and the reputation of your
nation are at stake. Consider what you have done, and what
you now ought to do, to redeem the honor of your tribe.
Answer me truly; why have you returned? and what do you
intend to do?

The Sioux chief Lark (a half Winnebago) said:

“My Father, we had a little piece of land over there (point-
ing west of the Mississippi) which we wanted to keep for hunt-
ing; but you gave us a great deal of trouble about it. We,
live by our Father there, (pointing to Mr. Rolette, the trader,)
and he told us he wanted rats, and not scalps.* The Sacs and
Foxes would not let us hunt on this land, and killed our people.
You told us to let them alone, and leave it to our Great Father,
and he would settle the quarrel. We wanted to go to war, but
you would not let us. And now the land is not ours, and
what did we get for it?

The Sacs and Foxes have now begun to kill white people,
and you say, go to war, and take your revenge. We came to
do so, and you sent us with a little man (Col. Hamilton) and
said he will conduct you to a great Chief, who has many men,
and some on horses; he will shew vou the Sacs and Foxes.
We followed him a great way over large wagon roads that
were very hard, and our moccasins are worn out, and our feet
sore; we can walk no further. Yet we have seen but very few
men and horses. The people were not there. We saw deso-
lated houses, and some places where houses had been burned,
and white people killed and left, but no large body of people
to help us fight. We were led to a fort, (Fort Hamilton)
where there were not many people, and we had starved until we
were tired—we did not want to go any further. We have seen

* Probably meaning muskrat and other skins.



